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SYNOPSIS

Act |

The young Savoyards, villagers of Chamounix in the French-Italian Alps, are
preparing for their annual journey to Paris, where they work during the winter
to augment the scanty income from their farms. Linda's parents, Antonio and
Maddalena Loustolot, face the loss of their farm unless the landowner, the
Marchioness, can be persuaded to renew their mortgage.

Antonio has just come from the castle where the Marquis, the brother of the
Marchioness, has promised to help them. But, abetted by his steward, the
Marquis plans to exchange the mortgage for the virtue of the Loustolot’s
daughter, Linda. He arrives to see her, but Linda has secretly gone off to meet
her lover, Carlo, whom she knows only as a talented and penniless painter. He
is, however, the son of the Marchioness, forced to keep his identity secret
because his mother opposes his marriage to a peasant.

As the villagers gather, we hear the voice of Pierotto, a young orphan, bidding
farewell to his homeland. At the urging of his friends, he sings a ballad about a
maiden who left home and was betrayed by her lover. Linda is much affected
by the song and is filled with foreboding about her own destiny.

Meanwhile, the designs of the Marquis have not passed unnoticed: the Prefect
comes to warn Antonio of the danger threatening his daughter and urges him
to send her to Paris with the others to keep her from harm. The Prefect
charges Pierotto with the care of Linda, who agrees to leave with the
Savoyards when she learns of the Marquis' intentions, although she is
distressed at leaving Carlo.

Act I

Three months later, Linda is still in Paris, installed in a luxurious apartment by
Carlo, who followed her to Paris and revealed his identity to her. She has been
out of touch with her parents and unable to send them money- apart from
what she had earned singing in the streets for fear of betraying Carlo’'s secret.

From the street she hears Pierotto's ballad and goes to the balcony to call him
in. Pierotto, who through sickness and misfortune was separated from Linda
soon after their arrival in Paris, is naturally surprised to see her in such
surroundings. He suspects the worst, especially when she gives him a purse of
gold. She explains Carlo's generosity, adding that Carlo must still keep his
intentions a secret from his mother, but that he has been entirely honorable.

Her next visitor is the Marquis, who has seen her at the balcony as he passed
by. He takes it for granted that she is someone’s mistress and, as such, is likely
to be open to a better offer, which he proceeds to make. Linda is outraged at
his suggestions, but cannot tell him that it is Carlo, his own nephew, who plans
to marry her. With difficulty she gets rid of him just before Carlo arrives.
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(continued)

In a soliloquy, Carlo relates that his mother has discovered his secret and
threatens, if he does not that very day marry a noble lady of her choice, to
cut him off without a dime and to have Linda thrown into jail. She has even
gone so far as to order the arrangements for the wedding. He dares not tell
Linda this and still hopes to dissuade his mother.

No sooner has he left than Antonio enters. He hopes to convince the mistress
of the Marchioness’ son to intercede on his behalf, not knowing the true state
of affairs or that it is Linda he is approaching. Touched by his evident poverty
and distress, Linda offers him a purse of gold and reveals her identity.
Antonio is appalled and curses his daughter for a wanton before she can
begin to explain.

Lind is misery reaches its culmination when Pierotto returns and announces
that he has just seen the preparations for Carlo’'s wedding. Despised, insulted,
and abandoned, the poor girl begins to lose her mind as the act ends.

Act Il

Carlo arrives, desperate to find Linda who left Paris without a trace. He tells
the Prefect that his mother has at last relented and agreed to his marriage
with Linda. But the Prefect has no news of Linda except that she was
seduced and abandoned in Paris. Carlo is shocked at this series of
misunderstandings and reveals himself as Linda’s lover.

As he goes off to look for Linda, the Marquis returns and promises the
assembled villagers a magnificent wedding but refuses to tell them the
bride's name.

At this moment, led by Pierotto, Linda appears, still distraught and unhinged.
Only the memory of her mother, evoked by Pierotto’s ballad, has kept her
going all the way from Paris. Finally, with all present, Linda is restored to
reason when Carlo repeats the words with which they had earlier sworn their
love. Linda joyfully greets her parents and friends, forgives the Marquis, and
prepares for a happy life with Carlo
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Artists enrich our culture, enlighten our society, lift our spirits, and feed our
souls.
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world.
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In this unique take on Shakespeare, playwright Sean San José has
"translated” the Bard's language into contemporary English, part of a larger
commissioning project by Play On Shakespeare in collaboration with Oregon
Shakespeare Festival.

yMusic
Saturday, February 19, 2022 | 7:30 p.m.
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UNCSA presents yMusic, "six contemporary classical polymaths who playfully
overstep the boundaries of musical genres” (The New Yorker), in a concert
featuring a range of contemporary and genre-bending works.

nu Ensemble
Sunday, February 20, 2022 | 7:30 p.m.
Watson Hall

Centered on 21st-century repertoire, nu Ensemble also engages with
composers from the recent past who have had a profound effect on
contemporary music. Through intensive rehearsals, background readings and
studies, the members of nu come to grips with the work of our time, garnering
the tools and experience to have a positive impact on the music of the future.

A UNCSA Cello Homecoming with Samuel Magill
Tuesday, February 22, 2022 | 7:30 p.m.
Watson Hall

Distinguished cellist Samuel Magill (High School '71), hailed as “flat out
magnificent” by American Record Guide, returns to UNCSA, joining
faculty-artist Allison Gagnon, piano, for a special recital of masterworks by
Franco Alfano, Eugene Bozza and John Ireland, as well as an “all UNCSA” cello
collaboration with David Popper’s Requiem for three cellos.
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